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ORDINANCE NO. __________ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF WEBER 

COUNTY GOVERNING THE DISPOSITION OF INDIGENT DEAD 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Utah Code Annotated Section 26-4-25, it is the responsibility of 

the county to provide for the disposition of unclaimed human remains that are found within the 

county; and  

 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners finds that the prompt and proper 

disposition of human remains implicates issues of public health and the investigation and 

prosecution of homicides, and benefits the safety, health, morals, and welfare of County 

residents;  

 NOW THEREFORE, the Board of County Commissioners of Weber County enacts the 

following ordinance: 

Chapter 2. – INDIGENT DEAD

Sec. 28-2-1. – Purpose of provisions.  

It is the purpose of this chapter to provide for the disposition of the remains of indigent 

dead, as required by Utah Code Annotated Section 26-4-25.  

Sec. 28-2-2. – Cremation services—Designated.  

The remains of indigent dead that are found within Weber County shall be disposed of by 

cremation, except that the County Attorney may direct that the remains be buried in a plot 

designated by the county for future investigatory purposes or if the county commission determines 

that it is in the best human interest to provide burial rather than cremation. 

Sec. 28-2-3. – Contract for services.  

The county may contract with one or more funeral homes to provide for the disposition of 

indigent dead under this Chapter.  The county's obligation for the disposition of any indigent dead 

shall not include the costs associated with any funeral service or memorial; the costs of interment of 

cremated remains in any burial plot, grave, tomb, vault, crypt, or mausoleum; or the costs of 

transportation of cremated remains for final disposition. 

Sec. 28-2-4. – Review by Purchasing Agent. 

The County Purchasing Agent shall have the authority to accept or deny each request for 

financial assistance for the disposition of the indigent dead.  The County Purchasing Agent shall not 

authorize payment until the funeral home verifies that the factors in section 28-2-5 have been met. 

Sec. 28-2-5. – Verification of indigency. 

 The county shall pay for the cost of disposition under the following conditions:   

1. The indigent dead was found in Weber County; 
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2. The indigent dead did not have any money or other assets which could be sold and used to 

pay for the cost of cremation or burial at the most economical price or plan offered by the 

funeral home; and 

3. No family, friends, or any other individual or organization is willing to take responsibility 

for the remains of the indigent dead. 

Sec. 28-2-6. – Attendance of services and disposal of remains.  

The friends and family of the indigent dead shall have the right to attend and witness the 

cremation.  If the county pays the cost of disposition because the indigent dead has no known 

surviving family or because the friends and family members declined to take responsibility for the 

remains, such remains shall be disposed of at the discretion of the funeral home and such disposal 

shall be performed with all due respect for the dead.  

Sec. 28-2-7. – Objections to cremation.  

In the event that a surviving spouse, sibling, parent, or direct descendant of the indigent dead 

objects to disposition by cremation, the objecting family member may take responsibility for the 

burial of the indigent dead, and the county shall have no further responsibility.  

This Ordinance shall be effective 15 days after publication of a synopsis in the Standard 

Examiner.   

 PASSED, ADOPTED, AND A SYNOPSIS ORDERED PUBLISHED this _____ day of 

________________, 2019. 

       BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

       OF WEBER COUNTY 

 

 

By_________________________________ 

Scott K. Jenkins, Chair 

 

       Commissioner Harvey voted  ______ 

       Commissioner Jenkins voted  ______ 

Commissioner Froerer voted ______ 

ATTEST: 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Ricky Hatch, CPA 

Weber County Clerk/Auditor   

 


